
Well, what a week last 
week was.  We were told 
early in the week that we 

couldn’t drive to go for a walk, even within 5 kilometres from 
home.  Life wasn’t worth living in the Johnson household as 
Peggy said our walks are the only thing that keeps her sane (I 
thought it best to keep a low profile at this time). Then, mira-
cle of miracles, common sense has prevailed and we are back 
to our daily routine.  Divorce proceedings have been can-
celled and we are two happy Vegemites walking the trails of 
Doncaster and Templestowe again. 

Back to club news, Peter Phelan led a discussion on our 
health system which provoked many comments (see page 5).  
There was much discussion on exorbitant gaps being charged 
and the benefits or otherwise of private health cover.  Peter 
will be leading a further discussion regarding aged care in 
September. As both these subjects are very topical at pre-
sent, Roy has taken the opportunity of taking a break and car-
rying out renovations at home.  Roy’s next Online Learning 
session will be a Zoom review of the Windows 10 operating 
system, one which will be very helpful for many of us. 

Sparks flew at Judy’s trivia event (see inside). Judy Bailey val-
iantly defended her title but we were all blown away by our 
Past President, Lyn, who has accepted her certificate as reign-
ing champion.  Lyn decided not to accept the other part of 
her prize, seven days free quarantine accommodation at 
Rydges in Swanston Street! 
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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

24 August—Creative Group 
by Zoom 

25 August—Investors Group 
by Zoom 

27 August—Book Groups 
by Zoom 

31 Aug—6 Sept  
National Stroke Week 

1 Sept—Committee meeting 
by Zoom 

3 Sept—Solo group  
TBA 

4 Sept—FFFQFF  Quiz 
2:00pm by Zoom 

8 Sept—General Meeting 
by Zoom 

9 Sept—Canasta Group 
Zoom 

1 October—International Probus Day 
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Book Group 2 
Discussing:  “AN UNCONVENTIONAL WIFE”-  
The Life of Julia Sorell Arnold by 
Melbourne-based writer and 
historian Mary Hoban. 

Book Group 2 will discuss “The 
Dictionary of Lost Words” at its 
September meeting.  (See p7) 

Convenor:  Joan Teele 

Our thanks to Boroondara for their support of 

our club and its activities 

Book Groups—4th Thursday 

27 August, 2:00pm by Zoom 

Book Group 1  
Discussing:  Emma Donoghue’s 
“Akin”, the story of a child and an 
adult trapped together. 

Convenor:  Patricia Noseda 

Coming up 

On line learning   

A zoom review of WIN 10 is in the 
pipeline.  

To prepare for this interested participants 
are asked to send questions/queries to Roy 
via email.  

The review is on the 
Operating System of 
WIN 10 not the soft-
ware that is used such 
as Word, Excel, etc alt-
hough the OS and soft-
ware are interdepend-
ent.  

Areas of interest could be Updates, Net-
works, Printers, USB drives, Files and File 
types, troubleshooting, Administrator, Brows-
ers and Security to name a few. 

Hopefully Greythorn Probus computer users 
are not like this customer 

Tech Support: "I need you to right-click on the 
Open Desktop". 

Customer:  "OK". 
Tech Support: "Did you get a pop-up menu?". 
Customer: "No". 
Tech Support: "OK. Right-Click again. Do you see a 

pop-up menu?" 
Customer:  "No". 
Tech Support: "OK, sir. Can you tell me what you 

have done up until this point?".  
Customer:  "Sure. You told me to write 'click' 

and I wrote 'click'". 
Tech Support: "OK. In the bottom left hand side of 

the screen, can you see the 'OK' 
button displayed?" 

Customer:  "Wow. How can you see my screen 
from there?" 

Creative Pursuits 

Investors 

4th Monday,  Monday 24 August, 1;30pm 

The Creative Pursuits Group will Zoom again—
commencing at 1:30pm 

Convenor:  Elaine Provan 

4th Tuesday, Tuesday 25 August, 7:30pm 

It’s reporting season August 2020—and the conse-
quences of COVID and the consequential restrictions 
are really showing up. 

Even the biggest and best companies are feeling the 
cold!  CSL’s underlying profits are down 17%; Wes-
farmers has had a revenue boost of 10% but despite 
that net profits are reported to be down 69%. 

Nevertheless, our investors are a hardy bunch and 
are sure to have a pleasant evening when they meet 
by Zoom on Tuesday evening. 

Convenors:  Charlie Boschetti 
Wal Hamilton 

in the red? 
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Australian Dreams:  

Picturing our Built World 

The National Library's latest exhibition is 
now open, and will run until Sunday 31 
January 2021. 

Reflecting progress, social ideas, under-
standing of the world and how we have 
changed over time, Australian Dreams: 
Picturing our Built World shows how art-
ists have documented, interpreted, and 
celebrated a variety of buildings through 
images. 

Click on the pic to explore the exhibition. 

Scientific thought 
You're possibly not familiar with Steven Wright, but 
he's the famous erudite (comic) scientist who once 
said: "l woke up one morning and all my stuff had 
been stolen and replaced by exact duplicates." He 
sees things differently ... and here are a few of his 
gems (though I think I've seen a few of them before). 

• I'd kill for a Nobel Peace Prize 

• Borrow money from pessimists ... they don't ex-
pect it back! 

• Half the people you know are below average 

• 82.7% of all statistics are made up on the spot 

• A conscience is what hurts when all your other 
parts feel so good 

• All those who believe in psycho kinesis, raise my 
hand 

• The early bird may get the worm, but the second 
mouse gets the cheese 

• I almost had a psychic girlfriend ... but she left me 
before we met 

• If everything seems to be going well, you have 
obviously overlooked something 

• I intend to live forever. So far, so good! 

• My mechanic told me ... "J couldn't repair your 
brakes, so J made your horn louder." 

• If at first you don't succeed, destroy all evidence 
that you even tried 

• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism; to 
steal from many is research. 

• If at first you don't succeed, skydiving is not for 
you. 

• If your car could travel at the speed of light, would 
your headlights work? 

Why science teachers shouldn’t be given 

playground duty 

https://www.nla.gov.au/content/explore-australian-dreams
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Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  
Kew 3101 

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  

9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

Discussion Group FFFQFF— Alternate friday afternoons 

FRIVOLOUS FRIDAY FRIENDLY QUIZ  
for some FUN and FELLOWSHIP. 

Our second FFFQFF went off like a penny bunger . . . . we 
had 26 eager contestants who were champing at the bit 
to get into the action. 

At stake was the CERTIFICATE of BRILLIANCE & Judy Bai-
ley proudly displayed her's as the reigning champion. 

After the first two sets of 10 questions we had an after-
noon tea break & those who had taken up the challenge 
to bake a batch of scones displayed their wares. 

A bonus 5 points was 
awarded to the master 
scone makers. 

Marty earned a multitude 
of points for his wonderful 
vocal accompaniments & 
we were not surprised to 

hear he imag-
ined himself 
to be in a band in his youth, I think it was 
called The Coodabeens, did I hear right? 
Sorry to say the extra points didn't help.  

The challenge for the next FFFQFF will be "THE GREAT 
PIKELET BAKEOFF" . . . don't forget those extra points! 

This week's CERTIFICATE of BRILLIANCE went to Lyn 
Stavretis . . . . . .congratulations Lyn! . . . .and she did it 
without any bonus scone points!! 

NEXT FFFQF 
Friday 4 September, - 2:00pm by Zoom 

FRIVOLOUS FRIDAY FRIENDLY QUIZ for some 

FUN and FELLOWSHIP. 
BE IN IT TO WIN IT 

The afternoon tea challenge for 4 September is  
pikelets. 

Intending players please contact Judy Brophy. 

The access information (“Meeting ID” and 
“Password”) - look for the FFFQFF Zoom access de-
tails on the morn-
ing of Friday 4th. 

Convenor, trivia 
guru, judge, quiz-
master :   
Judy Brophy 

The next Discussion Group will be held on Wednes-
day 16 September commencing at 10:30am. 

Following from the discussion of the health system, 
Peter Phelan will lead a discussion about Aged Care. 

More information soon. 

Convenor:  Roy Price 

MASKED UP & READY TO GO! 
Congratulations to around 50 of our members who have 
ordered and now, received their FREE COVID 19 Probus 
masks. With orders still coming, we are most grateful to 
our fabulous, growing production 
team and those who have offered 
their services: Elaine Provan, Mary 
Dunn, Joan Teele, Pat Pascoe and Den-
ise Powell. 

If you haven’t already done so, I would 
welcome your email (click the pic) 
request for your gift of two free, 
washable COVID19 face masks. 

With the 75th anniversary of the end of WWII this 
item attracted my attention.   

You learn something every day. 
In February 1942 a Japanese submarine, I-25, surfaced 
near the northern end of King Island. Assembled its air-
craft on its launching ramp and sent it on a fact finding 
mission up the coast and over Melbourne.  The discovery 
prompted the authorities to set up 4 radar stations along 
the coast at Gabo Island, Metung, Wilsons Prom and 
Cape Otway. 

Roy reported this from one of his morning walks—is this the 
ultimate in recycling? A trailer with comfy seats? 

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
mailto:merilynnewnham@gmail.com
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Recent Activities 

Supporting, through their fantastic fund raising, 

community activities within the  

City of Boroondara 

As indicated, the training is FREE as it’s supported by 
the Aust. Government. 
If you’re interested, please contact our President, 
Ron Johnson. 

Discussion Group, 

27 members gathered by Zoom to join Peter Phelan lead a 
discussion of our health system.  Peter had suggested a 
number of topics around which the discussion centred. 

Peter indicted that it had been held that the key to a good 
health system could be summed up with the 3 word de-
scriptor—”Availability—Affability—Ability” 

The early part of the discussion added a further term for 
today—”Affordability” - with a lot of discussion over the 
fees of specialists—frequently payable well before the 
service is provided—and the difficulties in knowing which 
specialist to use for a particular situation.   

Cost of health care led to considerable discussion—
including consideration of the level of waste within the 
system.  One commentator had calculated it to be around 
25% of the total of health funds…..’waste’ arising from 
over servicing, pathology costs and, particularly significant, 
the proportion of health funds expended on the last 2 
years of life, calculated at around 50%. 

The value of ‘health insurance’ attracted considerable 
discussion - and in particular the frequently excessive spe-
cialists gap fees that aren’t covered by the “gap safety 
net”.  It was suggested that if the problem couldn’t be 
improved health insurance may cease to exist – and our 
age groups would be the most affected.  Lobbying politi-
cians may be a necessary step. 

A very interesting discussion indeed. 
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The Language Column 
This two-letter word in English has more meanings than 
any other two-letter word, and that word is ‘UP'. 

It is listed in the dictionary as an [adv], [prep], [adj], [n] or 
[v]. 

It's easy to understand UP, meaning toward the sky or at 
the top of the list, but when we awaken in the morning, 
why do we wake UP? 

At a meeting, why does a topic come UP?  Why do we 
speak UP, and why are the officers UP for election (if there 
is a tie, it is a toss UP) and why is it UP to the secretary to 
write UP a report? We call UP our friends, brighten UP a 
room, polish UP the silver, warm UP the leftovers and 
clean UP the kitchen. We lock UP the house and fix UP the 
old car.  

At other times, this little word has real special meaning. 
People stir UP trouble, line UP for tickets, work UP an ap-
petite, and think UP excuses.  

To be dressed is one thing but to be dressed UP is special.  

And this UP is confusing: A drain must be opened UP be-
cause it is blocked UP. 

We open UP a store in the morning but we close it UP at 
night. We seem to be pretty mixed UP about UP!  

To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP, look 
UP the word UP in the dictionary. In a desk-sized diction-
ary, it takes UP almost 1/4 of the page and can add UP to 
about thirty definitions.  

If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the 
many ways UP is used. It will take UP alot of your time, but 
if you don't give UP, you may wind UP with (UP to) a hun-
dred or more. 

When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP.  When 
the sun comes out, we say it is clearing UP.  When it rains, 
it soaks UP the earth.  When it does not rain for awhile, 
things dry UP.  One could go on and on, but I'll wrap it UP, 
for now ….….. my time is UP! 

Oh, one more thing: what is the first thing you do in the 
morning and the last thing you do at night?  
U  
P!  
Did that one crack you UP?  
Don't screw UP. 

Send this on to everyone you look UP in your address 
book . . . Or not . . . it's UP to you.  

Now I'll shut UP! 

Glorious Insults 
"I am enclosing two tickets to the first 
night of my new play; bring a friend, if 
you have one." 

- George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill 

"Cannot possibly attend first night, will 
attend second .... if there is one." 

• Winston Churchill, in response 

"I feel so miserable without you; it's  
almost like having you here." 

- Stephen Bishop 

"His mother should have thrown him 
away and kept the stork." 

- Mae West 

"Some cause happiness wherever they 
go; others, whenever they go." 

- Oscar Wilde 

Zen teaching: 
Sex is like air. It's not 
that important unless you 
aren't getting any. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nw5KQMXDiM4
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The Whitehorse Centre  

farewell concert.  

The present theatre is being demolished and our Pro-
bus club had originally booked for the final concert 
and, although this concert is different from the origi-
nal one, members may be interested in viewing it. 

It will be premiering online on 28th August at 8pm 
but can also be viewed on their website Facebook 
page and Youtube channel up to midnight Sunday 
30th August.  

The concert will feature Marina Prior and Kane  
Alexander. 
For more details visit whitehorsecentre.com.au 

September read 

“THE DICTIONARY OF LOST WORDS”  
by Pip Williams. 

In 1901, the word “bondmaid” was discovered miss-
ing from the Oxford English Dictionary.  This book is 
the story of the girl who stole it. 

Esme’s father is part of a team of male lexicogra-
phers gathering words for the very first English Dic-
tionary.  Esme’s childhood is spent in the Scriptori-
um with her father and one day she finds a discard-
ed scrap of paper containing the word “bondmaid” 
which she keeps.  Over time she collects other 
words that have been misplaced, discarded or ne-
glected by the dictionary men.  Gradually she realis-
es that some words are considered more important 
than others and that words and meanings relating 
to women’s experiences often go unrecorded. She 
decides to create “The Dictionary of Lost Words.” 

This book is described as “a delightful, lyrical and 
deeply thought-provoking celebration of words and 
the power of language to shape our experience of 
the world.” 

Pip Williams was born in London , grew up in Sydney 
and now lives in the Adelaide Hills.  She has written 
a family memoir and has published articles, book 
reviews, flash fiction (?) and poetry.  

This is her first novel and has received rave reviews, 
translated into other languages and has received 
film offers. 

Joan. 

Book Group 2 

whitehorsecentre.com.au
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YOU CAN BECOME A F.A.S.T.  

HERO FOR  

STROKE ! 

NATIONAL STROKE WEEK  
31 AUGUST- 6 SEPTEMBER 2020 

F.A.S.T. HEROES CAN SAVE LIVES simply by knowing the 
signs of stroke and by taking positive action quickly a life 
can be saved. 

Remember-- -  

 F -- has the face drooped 

 A – can both arms be raised 

 S – is the speech slurred 

 T – call 000 time is critical 

As you know ( before the onset of Covid 19), stroke is the 
second largest cause of death and the leading cause of 
disability in Australia. The FAST signs of the stroke test 
are recognised world wide and 80% of strokes will show 
at least one of these signs. 

FAST HEROES know that stroke is always a medical emer-
gency and time is critical for the person having the stroke 
to receive medical treatment so a positive outcome can 
be achieved.  

We hope to be able to keep ourselves and our loved ones 
stroke free by following a healthy lifestyle. Regular health 
checks are important- high blood pressure ( called the 
silent killer ) and cholesterol need to be controlled, regu-
lar exercise , a healthy diet low in salt and maintaining a 
good body weight all contribute to a feeling of wellbeing 
and good health. 

Encourage everyone to recognise the F.A.S.T. It is 
knowledge worth having. 

STAY WELL , STAY SAFE AND  

BE AWARE. 
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Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.   

Marty’s Playground 
“Quotable Quotes” or Who said It?  
Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these: 

Answers to quotes 1 through 4 in Issue 22 of Grey 
Matter  

1. Marty Malone (with some thanks to Evelyn 
Waugh, 1903 - 1966) 

2. F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896 – 1940) The Great 
Gatsby. Last sentence. 

3. Alan Jay Lerner (1918 – 86) My Fair Lady 
(1956) ‘A Hymn to Him’ 

4. Gypsy Rose Lee (1914 – 70) Attributed 

Now find out who is responsible for these.  

1. All the lonely people, where do they all come 
from? 

2. Literature is mostly about having sex and not 
much about having children. Life is the other 
way round. 

3. I shot an arrow into the air, It fell to earth, I 
knew not where. 

4. Who loves not woman, wine and song - 
Remains a fool his whole life 
long. 

KINKY ADVERTISING  

(aka No Bull) 

ON A PLUMBER’S TRUCK 
We repair what your husband fixed 

ON ANOTHER PLUMBER’S TRUCK 
Don’t sleep with a drip.  Call your plumber. 

AT A TYRE SHOP IN MILWAUKEE 
Invite us to your next blowout. 

BRAIN TEASERS; 
Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos.15 
through 28 (with some exceptions). 

Some answers I am not certain about and are open to 
scrutiny.  Some I have no answer for.  If you have another 
interpretation, please contact the headmaster Mr. M. 
Malone and it will be considered for ADDENDUM in the 
next issue of Grey Matter. 

15. Corner stone 

16. Split Second 

17. PINUP 

18.           ? 

19. On the Double 

20. Suspended Animation 

21. Falling hair 

22. Forgive and Forget (FOUR) get it? 

23. Unfinished Symphony 

24. Red in the face 

25. Weeping Willow (wee ping) 

26. Tricycle 

27. Space Invaders 

28. Back and Forth 

Now try the next block Nos. 29 through 
42  

Trump That ! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqeGar2013U

